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"Take away the circumstance of the 
duellist's exposing his own life, and it 
becomes assassination; add, this cir- 
cumstance, and what difference does 
it make? None bujt this, that fewer 
perhaps, will imitate the example, and 
human life will be more safe, when 
it cannot be attacked without equal 
danger to the aggressor's own. 

" Public opinion is not easily con- 
trolled by civil institutions; for which 
reason I question whether any regula- 
tions can be contrived of sufficient force 
to suppress or change therule of honour, 
which stigmatizes all scruples about 
duelling, with, the reproach of cowar- 
dice. The insufficiency of redress 
which the law of the land affords for 
those injuries which chiefly affect a man's 
sensibility and reputation, tempts many 
to redress themselves. Prosecutions 
for such Offences, by the trifling da- 
mages that are received, serve only to 
make the sufferer more ridiculous. 
This ought to be remedied. 

" For the army, where the point of 
honour is cultivated with exquisite at- 
tention and refinement, I would estab- 
lish a court of honour, with a power 
of awarding those submissions and ac- 
knowledgments, which it is generally 
the purpose of a challenge to obtain, 
and it rai^ht grow into a feshion witti 
persons of rank of all professions, to re- 
fer their quarrels to this tribunal. 

" But if thjs should fail, rather than 
let such a barbarous custom continue 
amongst us, I would have recourse to 
the law established iby Frederick the 
Great ; "I would ni^ike the champions 
continuethe contest till one of them was 
kille4, and 1 would hang the survivor." 
A Friend to Society. 

For the Belfast Monthly Magazine. 

A MIRROR FOR REFRESENTATIVES. 

ON looking over some old papers 
lately, I met with the following 
address of the late 'V^'iliiam Brownlow, 
to the freeholders of the county of 
Armagh. 1 well remember his manner 
of acting at the election which ensued. 
He made no canvass, and brought up no 
tallies, while the voters for the two rival 
candidates, between whom the contest 
Jay, agreed in giving to him their sutfta- 
ges. He sat in a dignifiedr snanncr, re- 



ceiving from both sides, the homage dne 
to virtue, and his long faithful services, 
of which he says no more than what 
was strictly due in this Address. I 
remember it was objected by- some 
little minds at the tune, that he acted 
with too much hauteur on the occasiMi, 
but it was the conscious dignity of 
virtue, and a just reliance on his in- 
tegrity. 1 revive the circumstance 
now, as an attempt to fan the embeis 
of that spirit of independence which 
is in danger of becoming extinct. Cer- 
tain untoward circumstances, have 
caused the spirit of virtuous indepen- 
dence to become unfashionable. I wish 
for its revival as cennected with' the 
best interests of man. Here is an ex- 
cellent lesson for Representatives, that 
they in like manner may surrender 
their trust, supported by a sense of 
conscious rectitude. But alas! ho^ 
few are qualified to act a similar part. 
Many of them are too fond of the 
favours, of the crown, or of the minis- 
ter, to be faithful servants to the people, 
and thus the popular branch of our 
Constitution is in some dwger of being 
lost. K. 

"TOTHE FREEHOIDERS OF THE 
COUNTY OF ARMAGH) 
" Gentlemen, 

" I Have now served you six-and. 
thirty years, and can with a safe con- 
science assert, that I never in that time 
attempted to apply the sacred trust 
you reposed in me to my own interest 
or advantage in any ^hape whatever, 
but acted with constant diligence and 
attention to the utmost of my power 
for the public service. Kelying upon 
this, and confident from the very ho- 
nourable marks of approbation 1 had 
at several times received, that my 
proffer of service would be as pleas- 
ing to you as it was to myself, I again 
tendered it; though, had I consulted 
only my ease, retirement would have 
better suited me. 1 cannot $upp<^se that 
at my time of life and length of service 
you could require or expect personal 
solicitation ; 1 am not equal ta the fa- 
tigue; and indeed what had I to solicit, 
but a farther opportunity to serve you 
imd the public, as far as 1 was able, at 
the expense of much labour and assi- 
duity? for certainly my own private ad- 
vantage was in no sort concerned. 
" 1 have ever looked upon the honour 



256 



On Tithes. 



[April. 



of representing a free people, in the 
manner I have so many years cnjoj>ed 
it, as the bigheiit I could obtain ; i 
■never desire it on other terms. I will 
not urge any man to-give me a vote 
that does not proceed from his heart. 
Look back at my conduct and see 
how you have beim served ; see whe- 
ther 1 have not been forward to promote 
■every advantage that the nation has 
received since 1 have been your Repre- 
sentative. The freemg her Constitu- 
tion from the dependence in which it was 
80 long held — shortening the duration 
«f Pariiaments, which/is a proper check 
on the conduct of the llepresentative 
— extending the freedom of Trade, 
and encouraging lihe" Linen, in eve- 
ry branch: in short, every thing 
that was done or attempted for the ad- 
vantage of this Country had my warm- 
est sapport. However, if yon are of 
opinion, that you can be better served 
by any other man, avail yourselves of 
yout privil^e, and dect him ; far be 
rt i&om tne -to wish the Freedom of 
Elecftion should be cramped. I shall 
neither be jealous of his situation nor 
accuse you of ingratitude ; but if in- 
clination, gratitude, or public spirit 
should induce you- to place your con- 
fidence agiin in me, long experience 
may have convinced you that you 
will not be deceived. 

" I have now made known my sen- 
timents and the ground ou which I pro- 
ceed ; nothing remains for me but to 
wait with respectful submission for your 
determination ; these are the only 
means by vi?htch I shall attempt your 
favour. iBe assured it ihall net'er be 
laid to my charge, that 1 have corrupt- 
ed the' morals of the county, by using 
any of the arts too frequent at Elections. 
If I can do the county service, my 
ambition is gratified ; 1 am not the vaafi 
to injure it for any consideration what- 
ever. Let my situation in life be wliat 
it may, 1 shall ever remain a steady 
friend to my country,*^ and never for- 
feit the character of an hwiest, uncorrupt 
man, which I thank God I haVe firmly 
established. 

" I am Gentlemen, with every senti- 
ment of duly and res()ect. Your v6ry 
faithful and obedient humble servant, 

" W. Br-ownijow." 
Duban, AprU 17, 1790. 



Far iM Selfiat MmHhIy Magazine. 

HBTOay Of TYTBBS. 

AMONG the great variety of sub- 
jects that have occupied the 
tiolumns ef-the Belfast News-papers 
for the last year, few have been more 
conspicuous than Tithes. The public 
have seen many publications com- 
plaining of the system as injurious to 
agriculture, and oppressive to that 
numerous and Useful bddy of men, 
tlie laud-holdeTS ; and an equal number 
at least contending for the propriety 
and -continuance of the Tithe laws asi 
they now stand. 

The subject was introduced by a 
complaint fi>om the grand Jury of 
Armagh against the exMtiitant exac- 
tions of gome clergymen in that coun- 
ty ; the teply of the clergy and most 
of tlie subsequent publications seem 
tn have treated it with too much as- 
perity it© produce conviction on the 
minds of tl»e parties, and the contest 
was maintained more v»ith tl»e ap- 
pearance of (indulging in reflections, 
llian with a view to remove prejudices, 
and place the subject in a clear point 
of view. 

If we consider the great length of 
time that Tithes have been established 
as a legal mode of support for the 
clepgy, and that the certainty of tlieir 
continuance must have operated as a 
litrong inducement to many of (hem 
to qualify -ti-emselves for the office, 
and relinquish every other prospect 
of maintenance that might have been 
open to them, we shall not be much 
surprized at (heir being alarmed at 
any proposal for abolishing or altermg 
tliem ; it is natural for a man t<i 
be tenacious of what he conceives to 
be his property, and cautious of couii- 
teuancing any tiling that he imagines 
inay have a tendency to injure it. 

I'bese considerations ought to in- 
cline every moderate man to make 
great allowances for the objections of 
the clergy to a commutation or other 
alteratron proposed to be made in tlie 
Tithe laws. They have a legal claim 
to Tithes. They have been long in their 
j)ossession, ^nd untU they are satisfied 
that the altet~ation will not be a loss 
to them, they are at least entitled to 
the liberty of staling thdrobjectioaf. 



